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ON THE 


Entertainments of the Stage, 
& Writer of the following pages is one; 


who frequently looks around on the va- 
rious purſuits and ſituations of his fellow-crea- 


tures, and he hopes he may add, with a ſincere 
deſire to uſe all his little influence to aſſiſt them 


in the attainment of true pleaſure and happineſs, 


and in the avoiding of every thing that tends to 


make them miſerable. It is with this view that 


he here offers his ſentiments to the public on 


Stage-Entertainments, 


To ſome, probably, who have been accuſ- 


tomed to theſe entertainments from their youth, 


and who have never heard the lawfulneſs of them 


called in queſtion, any enquiry concerning them 
may ſeem needleſs. , But to many, he does not 
A2 doubt, 


„ 


doubt, that they appear of a very dangerous and 
alarming tendency—in this light the writer 
frankly acknowledges, they appear to him. 


He is conſcious that ſeveral able and learned 
men have written on this ſubject, and ſhown 
fully, by a variety of arguments, the great dan- 
ger of frequenting the Play-houſe—he can only 
apologize for obtruding this upon the public, by 
obſerving, that moſt of thoſe have been written 
a long time ago, and are not now generally 
known, or eaſy to be met with; that when 
vice and prophangpeſs are making their rapid 
progreſs, and daily renewing their attacks on 
mankind, it ſeems neceſſary to renew our oppo- 
ſition to them; and that a new expoſure of the 
danger of ſuch amuſements, might come into 
the hands of many, who would otherwiſe have 
never conſidered the evil. 


Theſe are the motives from which he acts, 
and he hopes that to every ſerious and thinking, 
perſon they will be a ſufficient apology. This 
is chiefly deſigned for thoſe perſons who have 
been accuſtomed to partake of theſe amuſe- 
ments, without conſidering their tendency.— 
Dome of theſe may, perhaps, have done it more 
from the example and perfuaſion of friends than 
their own choice; and as theſe admonitions are 
candidly offered with an affectionate regard for 
the happineſs of ſuch perſons, it is hoped they 
will be impartially and ſeriouſly attended to. 


I ſhall ſuppoſe thoſe whom I addreſs to be 
perſons 


N 
perſons who profeſs to be Chriſtians, to believe 
the Bible, and to expect to be judged by it; and 
of this character I imagine the much greater part 
of the community conſiſts. | | 


The objections to be made to Plays will be 
chiefly inforced from the Commands of Scrip- 
ture; and it muſt ſurely be the higheſt advan- 
tage of thoſe, who are to be judged by it at laſt, 
to have all their actions examined by it now. _ 


The firſt objeRion is—* the very immoral and 
profane tendency of Plays.“ There may be ſome 
exceptions in a few hiſtorical plays, which have 
nothing particularly looſe in them; but in ge- 
neral it muſt be acknowledged, that they abound 
with oaths and curſes, with profane jeſts,. and 
lewd diſcourſes. _ 5 

They frequently treat the Sacred Truths of 
the Bible with ridicule, and preſent many vices 


as virtues for our imitation... 7 TY 


Vicious characters are repreſented in a deceit- 
ful and plauſible light, and often joined with 
ſome amiable quality, which makes the diſtinc- 
tion of virtue and. vice leſs perceptible to young 
minds, and muſt leſſen the ſenſe and abhorrence - 
of vice in all. This inſinuating method is one 
of the moſt dangerous and effectual to convey 
the fatal poiſon of ſin. The firſt approaches of 
vice are very deceitful ;—-ſhe charms us with a 
_ thouſand pleaſing obje ts for a while, till we 
awake and find ourſelves bound in fetters which 
We Cannot break... . The 


„ 
The firſt Chriſtians were ſo ſenſible of the 
evil tendency of dramatic entertainments, that 
in the early ages of Chriſtianity, thoſe who at- 
tended them were excluded. from the Commu- 
nion of the Church. It is furprifing that in this 
nation ſo many ſhould attend them, who pro- 
feſs to believe in the ſame pure and holy Keli- 
gion, and would take it very ill to be gt all 
charged with immodeſty or profanenels. 


If modeſty were only an outſide mechanical be- 
haviour, aſſumed and laid aſide at will, it is eaſy 
to conceive that a perſon might be one thing in 
one place, and ſhew a different character in- ana- 
ther, without much difficulty; but ſince true 
modeſty is a real inward diſpoſition of the heart, 
it muſt be the ſame at all times and places. 


It is not therefore eaſy to be conceived, how 
any perſon can fit to hear /ewd diſcourſes and wan- 
ton ſongs, with patience, (I will not fay with 
pleaſure) and yet be. poſleſied of modeſty and 
purity of heart; nor that any one can think him- 
ſelf animated with Love to God, who can 
fit with patience to hear his Name profancd, 
and his Religion mocked, and. treated with 
ridicule, TS 


Now, ſuppoſing you do not go with a view 
of being entertained with/theſe immoral ſpeeches, 
nor in your heart approve of them, yet are 
you not running into a needleſs and dangerous 
temptation ? Can any perſons, with propriety, cry 
out daily to an All-ſeeing God, „Lead us not 

17:89 


mts temptation,” thats they are wilfully going 
to a place where they know that fin, which he 
abhors, is painted in deceitful and alluring co- 


jours, and conſequently may n enſnare 
them to their ruin. 


I would allo afk you, How. you would bear 
ſuch prophane diſcourſe. in your own houle, as 
you hear at the Flay-houſe ?— W ere your inti= 
mate friends, or your own family, to ute ſuch, 


you would eaſily perceive * impropriety, and. 
be ſhocked at it. 


Perhaps. in ſome. Plays there may not occur, 
more han two or three profane expreſſions ; 
but whether is he a true Chriſtian who can bear. 
with profaneneſs at 2% times, or only ſemetimes, 
or at no t:mes He. that can bear. with a little 
profaneneſs, can but feel little. of the Fower of 
that Religion which requires its followers to 
be pure in heart, and to abſtain from all 
filthinejs of the fig and ſpirit, and to lay 


aide fooliſh falling and je feng, and every. idle. 
ral. 


The ſecond objection is, —“ the great If 
and waſte of time. Were there no direct im- 
morality in any of our purſuits, yet certainly 
any thing which robs us of our precious time, 
and cauſes us to waſte it unprofitably, is a 
ſerious evil. Conſider for a moment what is 
time a fleeting uncertain duration, graciouſly 
given us to prepare for an e and unchang-- 
ing late 


it 


* 
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It is hocking to hear, what we too often 
hear, that Amuſements kill time.” — Alas! we 
do murther time indeed, when we abuſe it in 
any purfuit which diverts us from thoſe great 
and noble ones for which we were formed. 
It is not ſuppoſed that devotional exerciſes are 
to be our whole employment; it is equally our 
duty to be diligent in the buſineſs of our ſtation, 
and innocent recreations are indulgently al- 
lowed ; but theſe muſt be of ſuch a kind as not 
to unfit, but to refreſh us for devotional duties. 


Wi. are commanded © whether we eat or 
drink, or whatſoever we do, to do all to the Glory | 
of Gol that is, in obedience to the directions 
of his Providence, and that we may be im- 
proved- and ſtrengthened for his ſervice; we 
may therefore aſk the Divine Bleſſing on all 
ſuch employments and recreations. But who 
can think ſeriouſly of aſking for a bleſſing on his 


| attendance at the E lay- houſe : So far from being 


of the kind juſt mentioned, do not the diſcourſes 
heard there, and the objects preſented to your 
view, tend to deaden and deſtroy every religious 
ſentiment and affection, and fill the mind with 
improper ideas, which may probably intrude into 
_ religious. exerciſe ? —If this be the effect, 
ws | appeal to the breaſts of all. who frequent N 
5 Play-houſe) is not this time le N yea, mi- | 


ſerably waſted and miſpent 


What will be the reflection on hee liours | 
upon a death- bed, when you would facrifice all 
the world to purchaſe. one hour. more before 

8 you 


ESE 
you enter into eternity ? Conſcience may now 
be lulled to a tranſient ſleep, but then ſhe will 
ſpeak loudly, never to be ſilenced or nn 
any more. 


— 


“ O treach'rous een while ſhe ſeems to ſleep 
On roſe and myrtle, lull'd with Syren ſong; 
While ſhe ſeems nodding o'er her charge, to * 
On headlong appetite the ſlacken'd rem, 
And give us. up to licence, unrecall'g, 
- Unmark'd:—See, from behind her ſecret ſtand, 
The fly informer minutes every fault, 
And her dread diary with horrer fills, 
As all rapacious uſurers conceal 
Their dooms · day book from nia; 
Thus, with indulgence moſt ſevere, ſhe treats 
Us ſpendthrifts of ineſtimable Time; : 
Unnoted, notes each moment miſapply'd ; ; 
In kaves more durable than leaves of a. 8 
Writes our whole hiſtory; which death ſhall _ CES: 
In every pale delinquent's private ear, es 


And judgment W 1 to more worlds 
Than this.“ 


* | ICH: 


| The third objection — the waſte of money.” 
It may be faid, that thoſe who go to plays can 
very well afford it, and that as by this they da 
not reduce themſelves to want, they are not 
blameable. But it is well known, that many, 
particularly in manufacturing towns, frequent 
ſuch places, who are ſcarce] y able to maintain 

their families; and how mult every feeling mind 
be hurt to conſider a wife and children in diſtreſs 
through the extravagance of a profligate huſ- 
band. Excluſive of all the other evils — 
Win 


F..1@-Þ 


with it, this abuſe of his little pittance, is highly 
unjuſt and cruel. v5 | 


The rich alſo would do well to conſider, 
that money, as well as every other good, is the 
gift of God, and to be accounted for to him. 


Theſe who are able, are commanded to uſe 
it in acts of charity to their fellow-creatures;. 
but if all or part of that proportion of their 
riches be ſpent in vanity and hurtful pleaſures, 
how folemn will their final account be! 


The fourth obje tion is—© the evil of giving 
a bad example.” If the above obſervations: are 
thought juit, and the evils complained of are 
evident to the. reader, he will eaſily ſee, that 
the being an example to others is no ſmall ad- 
dition to them, If you are a maſter or a parent, 
how extenſive are the Mes of your example to 
your children and ſervants !—:f you are mr af- 
fluence, the poor mam is encouraged to imitate 
ou as far as he is able, while his children 
catch the fatal contagion: It is to be lamented. 
that this is ſo little attended to, and that parents 
who.think they love their children dearly, lead 
them on in the road of the moſt deſtructive 
ſnares, and bring an accumulated weight of 
guilt on themſelves. 


aye * 0 . * 8 þ 
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If you are a young perſon, and not in any 
of the above characters, yet your companions 
may be encouraged to begin by your example; 
and if but one friend enters into the ſtream of 
18 vain 


NN 
wain pleaſures, you do not know but he ma 
be carried down into a gulph of miſery, from 


which your tender concern will in vain with to 
relieve him. 


Alſo, ſuppoſing you ſay you diſapprove of the 
immorality often uttered on the ſtage, yet if 
you hire others to do it, and-encourage them 
by your attendance, are not you © partakers 
of their ſins?“ 5 een 


A fifth objection is—ſupporting and Keeping 
together a ſet of people, whoſe morals are 'often 
very far from purity, and whoſe example” and 
influence muſt of conſequence be very pernicious 
to mankind, Though you may poſſibly find 
ſome performers, who are not of a very immoral 
character in the eye of the world, yet J am per- 
ſuaded, that moſt people will allow the caſe in 
general to be very different. Would any perſon 
of reputation and character chuſe to have his 
child marry with one of this profeſſion? Would 
not the world in general think it a diſhonour to 
be thus connected with them? And is not this 
the obvious reaſon, becauſe, in the common 
judgment of the world, they are people of a 
looſe character, and becauſe their very profeſſion 
indicates ſo much? But if you go to plays, you 
contribute to their ſupport as players; you lend 
your aid to keep them together in this: character; 
and conſequently, whatever injury their example 
and influence may occaſion to the morals of 
mankind ; whatever detriment region may ſuf- 
fer; whatever evils flow to ſociety, muſt all, in 

8 | Tome 
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ſome meaſure, lie at your door; you are par- | 
taker of their fins, and you muſt ſurely, when 
you ſtand before the Righteous Judge of the 


world, be condemned to ſhare in their * 0 
ment. 


Laſliy, on the ſerious 3 abs ev 
impartial and candid perſon, I think that plays 
muſt be acknowledged to have theſe dangerous 
conſequences.— They are not expreſsly and by 
name forbidden in the-Sacred Writings, but we 
have many general charges againſt things of this 
nature, and are therefore certainly bound to 
avoid them as much as tho' they were par- 
ticularly mentioned. It is written in the volume 
of Eternal Truth; 


0 Be not conformed to this world!“ | 
« Abſtain from all appearance of evil 1”? 
Evil. communications corrupt good manners.“ 
Love not the world, nor the things that are 
in the world.” 
6 She that liveth in pleaſure i 15 dead while foe 
liveth.” | 
6 Let no corrupt. communication gs out 
your mouth; neither filthineſs, nor fooliſh 
talking -nor jefting.” 
7 or every idle word that men ſpeak, they 
Dall give account een, in the 1 of 
Judgment. 
ce 4 Prefane and vain babblings,”*F 


8 1 x Tim. v. 6. — Eph. iv. 29. V. 4.— Matt. X11, 36. 
im. 11, 16. 


Now, 


E 13} 


Now, if you profeſs to believe the Bible, 

what do you ſuppoſe theſe words are written 
for? And if they do not abſolutely forbid thoſe 
things which lead to vice and temptation, which 
waſte our time and money, and cauſe us to aſſiſt 
the rum of other's, what is their meaning ? 


Reflect alſo on the Baptiſmal Vow of the 
Members of the Church of England “ to re- 
nounce the pomps and vanities of this wicked 
world. 


And let me Wu requeſt every perſon who 
is inclined ſtill to continue theſe 2-34 to 
conſider attentively theſe plain and poſitive com- 
mands of God, and his own folemn vows ; 
and let conſcience anſwer whether he can obſerve 
theſe commands, and at the ſame time frequent 
the play-houſe ; and if it tells him that he can- 
not, let him conſider what he can anſwer at the 
Laſt Day to an Omnipotent Judge for ſuch 
wilful neglect. May he not expect to hear ſuch 
words as theſe from the mouth of. an offended 
Deity, (Pſalm 1.) * Theſe things haft thou 
done, and I held my tongue; and thou thoughteſt 
wickedly that I am even ſuch an ene as thyſelf; 
but I will .reprove thee, _ ſet Sef ore thee the - 
things that thou haſt done? 


Having now conſidered the various objections 
which occur to me with regard to Plays, we will 
examine the arguments which a are Fe, ce given 
in their favour, 
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It is ſometimes urged in defence of Plays, that 


e they are rational amuſements, and are an em. 


cellent means of conveying uſeſul REO and 
putting vice out 14 countenance, 


Twill not pretend to fay what' the ſtage 129 
be made, or what was its original deſign. All 


my concluſions have been made from What the 
ſtage now 75 upon the whole, and therefore it 


muſt be fair to reaſon thustill a reform takes 
place. As to the © Rationality” of theſe amuſe- 
ments, I would obſerve, that nothing can be 
reaſonable for us to do, which 1s directly con- 
trary to religion. But laying aſide the great 
conſideration of religion, I think that plays in 
general are unworthy our regard as rational crea- 
tures—they are often filled with trifling nonz 


ſenſical diſcourſes, and low indecent wit, equally | 
undeſerving our regard as men, as. dangerous to 


our virtue as 85 84 45 

A very bad rec alſo attends PRE: peck 
with regard to young people—They do in gene- 
ral repreſent. human life in an uncommon, ſur- 
prizing. and ſtriking way, which inſenſibly gives 
the mind an inclination to romance and extra- 


vagance, and unfits it for the ſober and ſerious 
affairs of common lite. 


The Wen repreſented on the ſtage are 


: generally vicious; and not only thoſe where vice 


1s pretended to be ſet forth in its deformity, 
but thoſe where an example of virtue is in- 


tended to be given, are very oppoſit2 to I rue 
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Religion. The great: man muſt be haughty 
and full of reſentment, which is dignified by 
the name of a © proper ſpirit.“ The good- 
natured man is often diſſipated and debauched; 
and the rake adorned with ſome amiable quali- 
ties to ſave his vices from contempt and ab- 
Horrence. 


Thus pride, revenge, PR) a number of vices 
are painted in deceitful colours, and repreſented 
as virtues worthy of our imitation ; while 
humility, meekneſs, and ſelf-denial, thoſe eſ- 


ſential features of the Chriſtian character, are 


never introduced, but to make them appear 1 4 
res ad | 


Ie may the oBſerved allo, Kat the bad EY 
racters repreſented, are not only ſeen, but ſeen 
with pleaſure. An actor is as much applauded 
when he repreſents a bad character to the life, 
as a good one. Is there no danger, then, that 
an aſſociation ſhould be formed in the mind 
between the ſenſe of pleaſure and the commiſſion 
of fin? And can we preſerve a due fear of the 
awful judgment of God againſt thoſe fins which 
we have been accuſtomed to look upon, for our 
entertainment? 


Can any one, on conſidering theſe Remarks, 
aſſert, that this is a © reaſonable entertainment, 


or a proper ſchool of inſtruftion” for a Chriſtian ? ? 
You will perhaps ay — Amuſements of ſome 


kind are neceſſary I only go now and then for a 
B 2 little 


( 6. 1 
— 

little relaxation, and to divert my ſpirits ;** that 
is, in plain words, you go to entertain your 
mind with evil thoughts, to hear and reliſh lewd- 
neſs and profaneneſs, not with a ſerious deſign 
of making yourſelf lewd and profane, but only 
as it were in jeſt, and to have a little pleafure 
from them. he man who drinks drams every 
time he is dull or uneaſy, is as wiſe and prudent 
as the Chriſtian, who, in ſeaſons of dejection, 
has recourfe to wanton wit, and profane rant, 
to divert his ſpirits—the one indeed only deſtroys 
the health of his body; but the other the purity 
of an immortal mind. It has been ſaid before, 


that recreations are allowed, as our preſent ſtate _ 
requires them, and it has been ſhewn of what 
kind they ſhould be; but as we have alſo ſeen 
that the amuſements in queſtion are totally in- 


conſiſtent with that deſcription, and with a life 
of piety, a Chriſtian ſhould ſurely avoid ſuch a 
method of relieving his . ſpirits, as he ſhould 
avoid that of robbing to relieve his wants, | 

It may here be obſerved, that a great part off 
chriſtianity conſiſts in denying ourſelves in thoſe. 


things which are dangerous and hurtful—-At the 


fame time that our Saviour promiſes happineſs 


and peace, ſuch as the world cannot give, he 


declares, that ©* except we deny ourſelves, and 
take up our croſs, we cannot be his di iſciples. 


Another argument may probably ariſe in he 
breaſts of ſome—* If Plays are 7 bad as here 
deſeribed, why ſhould Hare of aur beſt and mat 

Grover 


—_—_ 


n 


proved authors write Plays, and fo many reſ- 
pettable perfons encourage them!? 


To this it may be anſwered, that if a few un- 
exceptionable Plays have been written, it is no 
apology at all for thoſe which are of a bad ten- 
dency ; and the care which 1s generally taken to 
exhibit ſome looſe and extravagant farce or in- 

terlude after a Play of a more moral kind, is a 
ſufficient proof which manner of repreſentation. 
is found to be moſt encouraged. e 


As to the number of thoſe who attend the 
Play-houſe, this can be no recommendation to 
one who regulates his life by the Bible e are 
there commanded not to follow “ even a multi- 
tude to do evil.” The Truths of Religion are 
as unchangeable as their Author, and by them, 
not by the cuſtom or opinion of the world 
around us, mult our actions be judged ; there- 
fore the riumber or character of our companions 
in any crime, can be no alleviation either of our 
guilt or puniſhment... _ 


Great indeed will be our folly if we reſt on 
ſo vain a plea as this. Our firſt enquiry, be- 
fore any action, fhould certainly be, What does 
God command us to do, and not, What are our 
neighbours doing? 

It may not be improper to inſert here an an- 
ecdote of the late much-admired - author, the 
Rev. Mr. James Hervey. Being one day on a 
journey, a Lady who happened to be in the 
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fame carriage with him, was expatiating in a 
very particular manner on the Amuſements of the 
Stage, as being, in her eſteem, ſuperior to any 
other pleaſures. Among other things ſhe ſaid, 
There was the pleaſure of thinking on the 
Play, before ſbe went ; the pleaſure ſhe enjoyed 
when there; and the pleaſure of reſlecting upon 
it when in her bed at night. Mr. Hervey, 
(who ſat and heard her diſcourſe without - 
terrupting her) when the had concluded, faid to 
her, in a mild manner, that there was ane plea- 
ure more, which the had forgotten to mention. 
She replied, © What can that be? for ſure 1 
have included every an in conſidering the 
enjoyment beforehand- at the time, and after- 
wards.” To which Mr. Hervey, with a grave 


look, and in a manner peculiar to himſelf, an- 


fwered, « Madam, the pleaſure that it will give 
you on your Death-bed.” She was ſtruck in- 


itantly with the greateſt ſurpriſe, and had not 
one word more to ſay; but ſeemed quite occu- 


pied in thinkiag e it. 


In ſhort, the confeguence of that well-timed 
word was, that ſhe never went any more to the 
Play-houſe, but became a follower of thoſe 
pleaſures which: would afford her true ſatisfaction. 


on her * bed. 


1 have now given my Readers the e 
which form my objections to Stage- plays, and 
endeavoured to anſwer the arguments generally 


produced in their favour: and would gladly 


a ak that ſome * had never conſidered this 
matter 
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matter before, will now concur With me. 1 
do not know that any more weighty arguments 
can be urged to an attentive mind than thoſe 


already given: The danger of Plays from their 


immoral tendency, — the waſte of precious time, 
and of money, the promoting the ruin of others 
by our examples, —and by ſupporting e fet of 
people together, whoſe example and influence 
muſt be very pernicious to religion and mo- 
rality,.—and above all, — the breach of Divine 
Commands, and the fear of judgment ts come. 


There is but one more perſuaſive which I can 
think of, and which it is much more agreeable 
to me to mention than this long catalogue of 
evils, viz. Io recommend to their choice 


the far ſuperior and more laſting pieaſures of 


Religion, It is a common, but very miſtaken 
opinion, that Religion is always connected with 


gloom and melancholy—! heartily wiſh my teſ- 
timony to the falſity of this charge might 


have any effect on my readers, and engage them 
to judge by their own experience of a life of 
Religion; for I am fully perſuaded they would 
never repent the choice. I am confidently aſ- 
ſured, that there is no true and permanent 
pleaſure in this world but what is founded on 


unceaſing joys in another. 


Religion, as well as no proſpect of unmixed and 


What can be more delightful chan for 2 


man, in the enjoyment of all his poſſeſſions 


and comforts, to be looking up with gratitude 
to the gracious hand that beſtows them; when 


PO 


* 
= 

1 

1 / [ 
* 


1 
4 : 


F. 


— — »» M Ä FTI to * , | 
— AR . rr a 


—— AO 


my = 


oy 


— _ — 


. 
dE... 


6 


609 


1 he awakes in the morning to have his mind 
N breathing ſuch ſentiments. as theſe; Ho. 
7 « tender, how. conſtant is my Heavenly Father's 


7 cc care; in how beautiful a ſucceſſion does one 
4 & day follow another, and the enlivening ſun 
& awake me to adore and admire my Creator! 
& Has he provided ſuch an abundance of Bleſ- 
« ſings for me, a poor inſignificant creature, 
« and ſhall I not love Him and delight to ſerve 
« Him ?—Yes !—it ſhall be my conſtant care 
« to ſhow Him my gratitude, and to avoid 
« every thing which I know to be difpleaſing 
* to- Him.” (oP 43% Bs 


What a pleafure muſt it add to the various 
occupations and duties of the day, to know, 
that in following them he is walking in a path 
- which a wiſe: and good Frovidences has choſen 
as the beſt for him! And how doubly muſt he 
enjoy. every innocent recreation, while he- uſes. 
it as what is permitted by an-indulgent parent, 
1 and with a view to be refreſhed for more dili- 
genes and alacrity in-His'fervicel 


But he has ſtill more exalted enjoyments 
than theſe—He finds in the Bible a rich trea- 

- fure of all that is excellent and ufeful—he there 
fees, as in a mirror, the glorious and beautiful 
character of that God whom he could but im- 
perfectly diſcern in the Works of Creation. 
Such a perſon needs no fictitious imagery to 
form his conduct, or animate him in the ways 
of virtue; he there beholds exhibited for his 
imitation the ſpotleſs life of his Saviour, who 
. - | Came 


r n Romeo ere Shen. 
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His ſteps. 


are tending. 
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came from heaven to earth on this compaſſionate 
errand, to die for the fins of men, and to 
leave them an example that they ſhould follow 


He ſees the hiſtory of many good and brave 
men, in various ages, recorded for his inſtruction, 
and the lamentable falls of ſome of them are a 
caution and direction to him. Here he finds 2 
never- failing Fountain of Wiſdom and Comfort 
for every ſtate and trial in lite. 


Above all, he learns that gracious method 


"which Iafinice Love and Wiſdom: have. takes 


for his redemption. from the evils of fin, and 


the miſeries of a tranſitory life — this is his 


greateſt joy in proſperity, an unſhaken refuge 
in adverſity, and through this he looks beyond 
the regions of the grave, and the narrow limits 
of a mortal body, to an SR" of Reſt and 


Glory. 


Theſe ineſtimable Truths, to man the moſt 
needful, and which therefore ſhould be the moſt 
leaſing, are all contained in that greatly-neg- 


| lected book-—the Bible. 


The Chriſtian, particularly in his more re- 
tired hours. of prayer and praiſe to his God, 
enjoys a comfort which ſurpaſſes all under- 


ſtanding, and which is as the beginning of 


that Heaven to which all his ſteps and deſires 
e apts 
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Let me now appeal to all who read theſe 
nes, (and I would particularly addreſs myſelf 


to young perſons, for to them Religion is often 
repreſented in a gloomy light) if ſuch a life as 


this is an unhappy and melancholy one. It 
grieves me to know that many think it ſo. Do 
not think the above an exaggerated deſcrip- 
tion —it is no more than what every true 


Chriſtian enjoys in a greater or leſſer Beaten 
and what is attainable by all. 


It is no wonder if Chriſtians allen appear 
grave, when their acquaintances are talking of 
trifling vanities, for which they have no reliſh; 
while they ſee thouſands in the world around 


them neglecting their beſt intereſts ; and daily 


hear their great Benefactor's name profaned: 
[Theſe cauſes, and frequently a humbling ſenſe 


of his own imperfections, and want of gratitude _ 


to ſo gracious a God, make the Chriſtian's. 
Pas ie deten to wear an apparent gloom; but 
ſtill his peace remains ſecure, for its foundations 
are in Heaven. It. is 


8 A foring dervnied, ng in the breaſt, 
ao permanent as pure; no turbid 8 
“ Of rapt*rous exultation, ſwelling high ; 
„ Which, like land- floods, impetuous pour awhile, 
33 Then ſink at once, gs leave us in the mire.” 


How: different i 18 che 0 on of one mhols 


_ pleaſures flow. only from earthly ſources : they 


can riſe no higher than the ſpring which pro- 


. duces them. Duſt to. duſt” he muſt ſoon 


return 
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deen Mic; bi pedo Wi Ya. 
and take an Ettal farewell, while his waſted 


Hours Hy 4 to enroll their awful GOT, . e | 
him 255 | | 
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ſhould ſurely make every ,one's boſom to glow 
with a defire of. ſuch happineſs ; but ſome may 


think a moderate uſe of the pleaſures ſpoken 


againſt, ' not incompatible with it. A ſerious | 


reflection on the above-mentioned conſequences 
of them, muſt convince you, I think, that they 
cannot be joined together at all. The Bible 
expreſsly ſays, . The friendſhip of this world is 


enmity with God; and what if any man love the 


world (that is, thoſe vain pleaſures with which 


it ſo much abounds, that they are emphatically © 
called the World . the Love LE the e is not 


an bim. 


But if you be in any doubt en this, 
IT would make one earneſt requeſt to you before 


J conclude; that is, to make trial" for a few 
months of the manner of life above recom- 


mended ; to read the Bible with attention; to 


be diligent in employing your leiſure time 3 
prayer and praiſe to God, earneſtly begging of 
Him to teach you what is beſt for you to do, 


as a creature in a ſtate of probation, and ſoon 
to be judged by Him, and fixed in an eternal 


and unchangeable condition. 


If you do this ſincerely, I 8 you will 
find no * of theſe entertainments to amuſe 


you 


4 a 4 : Ko 
you will and ve Reli gion's mi axe 


and al her Paths are 
6 at your blindnefs 
and folly, in ſo long urſuing or defiring empty 


tranſitory vanities and will be 8 to be 
nearer! to that glotio s God, & in whoſe: pre- 
ſence is Fulngſs! of Foy, and at whoſe' right hand 
N are ts, wa F euer more. e 
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